
It's December 14, 2007.  As of 11:45-ish this

evening, we will have lived in Quito, Ecuador for exactly 13

weeks.  It's probably a good thing we didn't have a clue

what we were in for!  We've met incredible people from

places as far-ranging as Colombia, Perú, Japan, New York,

and South Carolina.  We've seen 17,0O0 ft. mountains,

dense rain forest, and white sand beaches (all without

leaving the country).  We've eaten plantain, yucca, choclo, ceviche, fresh seafood, fruits that normal people can't pronounce,

fried everything, and more rice than we would've thought possible.  Quito smells of food cooking on street corners, tropical

flowers, and diesel fuel.  This place truly has to be seen to be believed.

Rachel is thoroughly enjoying her job as school counselor at Alliance Academy International.  The school is an incredible

intersection of cultures, languages, and histories.  (The student body comes from Korea, Canada, Japan, Colombia, Perú, the

United States, etc.)  As they intentionally move away from being known as a boarding school for missionary kids, and seek to

make inroads into Ecuadorian culture, teachers here face new challenges.  As students from non-Christian homes become more

common, so do issues like divorce, abuse, anxiety, depression, self-harming behaviors, etc.  Rachel's ministry is crucial to both

students and teachers, as they navigate new ways to be salt and light in Ecuador.

Rick had hoped to be able to continue his work with Elemental Design, but commitments from clients didn't end up

being as firm as they'd initially appeared.  He has a few prospects as far as design work goes, and has been substitute teaching

at Alliance as well.  The school has offered him a position teaching the yearbook class and digital media (photography, video,

web design, etc.) next school year, and has agreed to take him on part-time in January so that he can work with the teacher he'll

be replacing.  He's already enjoying developing friendships with many of the high school and middle school students.  (He's also

taking small group Spanish lessons, and is seeing a marked improvement in his ability to communicate.)

We volunteer with an intramural student group called “Peer Helpers”, who come together sharing a hope to be involved

in some form of helping career or ministry after high school.  The awareness that we're being entrusted with the church of

tomorrow is so real.  Rick has just started doing some mentoring/tutoring.  Rachel hopes to soon get involved with a local ESL

ministry like the one she helped with in Kansas City, and we both are looking forward to getting involved in the ministries of the

church we're attending here, San Marcos Presbyterian.

There is much we don't know about tomorrow.  We have a lot less money coming in than we thought we would have.  We

know, however, that this is where we're supposed to be, and that while our plans haven't exactly worked out in the way we'd

anticipated, there is a Plan being worked out in our lives by the One Who has called us, and Who rejoices over us with singing.

We love and miss you all.  Thank you so much for your persistent prayers and support.

Merry Christmas & much love,

Rick and Rachel

ECUADOR

For regular updates, check out www.rnrsams.com
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